a mixture of ether and chloroform in the dental chair of Dr. Eastham, in Boston.
The jury came to the conclusion that ' her death was caused by the inhalation of chloroform,' and took the opportunity to 'caution the public against the inhalation of so danger- Thirdly, it is in the evidence that the post mortem revealed the fact that the muscular walls of the heart were abnormal in their lack of tone, that they were weak, unusually so.
Now, while the condition of this heart alone was sufficient, were it known beforehand, to constitute a contra indication, yet, when you take into conjunction with it, the natural effect of fear, and the compression of the lungs upon it, is it at all strange that Mrs. Crie should have met with her death as she did ? In fact, would it not have been most remarkable if she had lived % It seems to me that it would have been almost a miracle. In view of these facts, why make such a sweeping condemnation of chloroform ? I would not be understood as being an advocate of its use, whenever it can be dispensed with, for it possesses a property, in that it is a local anaesthetic?which ether is not?which makes it more or less dangerous, especially so in abnormal conditions of the heart. Dip the finger in chloroform and it will become sufficiently insensible to pain to perform operations upon it. In all probability, fatal results arise from this very ability to produce local anaesthesia. The blood goes from the lungs directly to the left auricle of the heart, thence to the left ventricle to be propelled through the aorta. The cardiac arteries going to, and supplying, the heart's structure, charged with chloroform vapor, which may cause local anaesthesia of the heart, and hence cessation of its action, or syncope; the heart's muscular fibres are relaxed and deadened, and thus it follows the chloroform is, so far as the heart is concerned, a specific narcotic, and hence its danger. But 
